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o‘c_(‘)ins'er\}e the lands and waters on which all life depends
+ Tackle Climate Change
_ * Protect Land & Water
—— * Provide Food & Water Sustainably
» Build Healthy Cities
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Seven in ten call the Finger Lakes “extremely” or
“very important” to their quality of life.

How important are the Finger Lakes to your quality of life:
extremely important, very important, somewhat important, or
not too important?

Extremely important - 42% | Ext./Very

Important

Very important - 28% 70%
Somewhat important - 23%

Not too important I 5%

Don't know | 1%

Qi7.



Nearly nine in ten support increased funding for
programs to address Finger Lakes water quality - three

in five “strongly.” |
In general, would you support or opposé increased funding for

programs that would help improve water quality and reduce algae
blooms in the Finger Lakes?

Support

Somewhat support 28% 88%

Somewhat oppose 4% Total
Oppose
Strongly oppose 5% 9%

Don't know 4%



Advanced Septics

Ag BMP incentives

Ditch & culvert improvement
Invasive mussel removal
Land & wetland protection
Nutrient pollution cap

Sewer extension

Popular Policies
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_ Nutrient treattng septtc demonstratton
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— Land Protection in the

Owasco Lake Watershed
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DEC Source Water Protection,
Water Quality Improvement Program Grant
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riparian and wetland habitats that for Owasco Lake.



Data-driven parcel
prioritization

« The Nature Conservancy-NY developed the
Strategy Assessment Tool (SAT) to aid in
statewide systematic spatial planning.

« We are applying the SAT in the Owasco
Lake project to identify parcels with high

existing contribution to water quality.

 The SAT tells us the most important places

to protect from future land use conversion.




Land functions that contribute to water quality
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Non-Point Source Mitigation

Lands that have the potential to capture and mitigate
pollutants from existing sources of non-point source
pollution

+ Land cover

* Opportunity to intercept flow

+ Existing up-slope land cover

Non-Point Source Prevention

Lands that, if converted, would contribute to increases
in non-point source pollution in vulnerable waterbodies

* Land cover
« Existing land cover in receiving watershed

+ Solil erodibility & slope

<

Surface Water Supply

Lands that support clean and dependable surface water
supplies for public use

* NPS mitigation and prevention (average)
* 9% Contribution to water supply basin

» Distance from withdrawal and stream network
position

Surface Runoff Retention

Lands that slow and retain surface flow and allow
sediment and associated pollutants to settle out

« Landcover
* Soil hydrography
*  Opportunity to intercept flow

» Topographic position and slope
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s Sharing science of headwater stream
* protection, importance of keeping
. water on the landscape

= Acquired 3 properties; 1 easement

G oA OutreaCh l_S o ng Ol_ng i B Arready protected areas

# times in top 50 for 1 of the 4 functions

[

Not ranked in top 50 for any function

Building capacity of local stewards
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.5 -Owasco Lake Watershed
Management Council
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Nutrient-treating Septic Pilot
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" - Farmer peer network -
* Sharing stories of conservatton on farms
~_ * Behavior science tratnmg rfor cwtc leaders
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Our Owasco- Soil Health
Farmer Panel & Barn Sessions

*  Working with local SWCDs to i "i»"w”"
engage farmers in soil health |
training and build capacity for peer-

led change.

Establishing a diverse peer network

Th )\ °
CreNature () Evidn.




Our Owasco- Sharing Stories
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OUR OWASCO

Family land stewards

Owasco Lake Watershed
farmer passing responsible
farming on to next generation

our owasco
Special to The Citizen

Farmers across the Owasco watershed
are helping to protect Owasco Lake by im-
plementing soil health systems and other
farming practices that prevent water pol -
lution and reduce soil loss and runoff.

PJ Houston farms 700 acres on the
southern side of Owasco Lake in Tomp-
kins County. The oldest of two brothers,
he carries on a tradition that began back
in 1905 when his great grandfather pur-
chased 64 acres of land with the intention
of mmmg it into a dairy farm to support

his young fam:
48-year-old P was born and raised on
the farmlands that his family has worked
for over a century. Farming is all about
mentorship, PJ said, and he has worked
toenswehlsls -year- oldsan Rcberl

willbeabl
ly busines:

when he retires.
“We manage 280 cattle, 120 of those are
ailking cows and we also grow hay, soy-

mmmdmin,'l’l
 spent his

48, prioritizes environmental protection as he farms land in the Owasco Lake watershed with his son Robert, 18
while also achieving locale, state and fed-  arange of different nmwn\\mpnn\\:
mmMmuxqtnntym such as cover crops, no-till

Mpeoplc Hhm’l‘o:&; pasture rotation"

and I want to make sure I  Tompkins County farmer PJ Houston,
Lake Watershed, helped to protect Owasco Lake by reduc-

tngaoﬂ erosion and nutrient runoffon his  eral
farm. Reduced r.ﬂlm prlcﬁcu canhelp  “We'relucky
soil, keeping Land

Our Owasco: Meet some of the farmers
protecting the lake

Our Owasco Special to The Citizen

Our Owasco Special to The Citizen

I i‘ armers across the Owasco Lake watershed are helping to protect the lake by
implementing soil health systems and other farming practices that prevent

water pollution and reduce soil loss and runoff.
Steve Cuddeback and his son, Jason Cuddeback, farm 700 acres between Owasco
Lake and Skaneateles Lake where they grow corn, soybeans, hay and red beans. As
1oth and 11th generation farmers, they can trace their farming lineage back to 1794,
when their ancestors worked land in Skaneateles

Steve first started working on the family farm with his father in 1978, and since then
has been an avid adopter of new technologies and practices. One of his priorities is to
ensure that his farms have minimal impact on the surrounding environment, and he

works hard to implement a range of practices to protect the nearby lake
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positive, sustalnab['e in the Owasco Watershed.
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- Key outcomes - e
Learn how behaviora
the watershed

2 “We now recognize that fundamentally addressing non-point source
~ pollution is not just a technical solution, it is a people problem with a
human solution and learning from Evidn has fostered my sense of how to
better engage [with agriculture groups] and find common ground”
Local watershed leader

_. @SM Risser




Our Lakes
Depend on Us.
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